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Description 

Conducting a review of relevant literature is an essential aspect of the research process but it can 
also feel like a daunting task. This course is designed to help you approach the literature review 
with more clarity and confidence by covering the purpose of your review, looking at various 
approaches and strategies, and considering which might be best suited to your research, as well as 
giving you some practical tips. 
 

Objectives 
Upon completion of this course, you will: 

- Understand the role of a literature review within a research project. 
- Understand where the review and discussion of the literature fits in the overall structure of the 

thesis. 
- Be aware of the various strategies involved in the literature review process (e.g., identifying the 

relevant papers, cross-referencing, note-taking and recording information, analysing and 
summarizing the material, etc.). 

- Be able to write down a coherent, meaningful literature review. 
- Avoid commonly made mistakes when writing a literature review. 

 

Contents  
The course will address the following key elements in the process of writing a literature review: 
- How to find the relevant papers in a given topic (e.g., making use of the right sources, identify 

seminal and most influential papers, cross-referencing). 
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- Reading papers in an effective way to prepare a literature review (note taking and basic 
information to retain). 

- Analysing the information and identifying the relevance to your topic.  
- Going beyond the existing research: identifying knowledge gaps. 
- How to summarize all the information in a meaningful, readable way. 
 

Methodology 
The focus of the course is very practical. It includes a first session, led by the instructor, where the 

different steps and strategies to produce a Literature Review will be presented and illustrated with 

the use of examples. The students will also be urged to actively participate by producing their own 

pieces that will receive constructive feedback in the second session. 

 

Evaluation and certification 
To successfully complete the course, students will need to write a brief literature review. 
Assessment will mainly be based on this piece and, to a lesser extent, class participation.  

 


