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1. INTRODUCTION 
The current research framework program of the European Commission H2020, and many others, 
both internationally and nationally, are placing a lot of emphasis on the fact that research funded 
in these programs must transcend beyond the academic / scientific scope and contribute to the 
social challenges (the Europe 2020 strategy in case of Europe or the challenges of the sustainable 
development of the UN in the international context). The II Strategic Research and Innovation 
Plan in URV also indicates this. Designing activities to maximize the social impact of research 
projects, and involving stakeholders, is not an easy task for many researchers. It is even more 
difficult to consider mechanisms to measure and make visible the social impact achieved. For this 
reason, many of the research projects are already integrating clearly defined sections of expected 
social impact, as a more evaluable section of the proposals, to urge researchers to design how to 
guide research and plan activities to achieve a prominent social impact. The aim of this course is 
to publicize the social impact of research and to offer tools to acquire key competencies for 
designing competitive research with impact. 
 
2. GOALS 

 To introduce the conceptualization of the scientific, political and social impact of research. 
What do the evaluation agencies have for the social impact of research?  

 To know and make visible the social impact of the research, and to make visible the 
researches that have contributed to the social impact, "Research Enabling Social Impact" 
(RESI).  

 To evaluate the social impact of research in the different research frameworks.  
 To make visible social impact through the Social Impact Open Repository (SIOR) tool. 

Possible indicators.  
 To orient the research to achieve the expected social impact by establishing "Key 

Performance Indicators" to measure progress and results. 
 
3. PROGRAM TOPICS 

 Conceptualization of the scientific, political and social impact of research.  
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 Constructing social impact, considering the accumulation of the previous research results: 
Research Enabling Social Impact.  

 Making visible the social impact of research through the SIOR (Social Impact Open 
Repository) tool.  

 Evaluation of the social impact of research.  
 Case study: how to write a competitive social impact project. 

 
4. METHODOLOGY 
The first part of the course will be developed masterfully, introducing the main concepts related 
to social impact and how to enhance it. In the second part of a practical case study, the attendees 
will be able to put into operation the contents treated theoretically in the first part. 
 
6. TARGET AUDIENCE 
URV PhD students. 
 
7. ASSESSMENT 
There is no specific assessment of the contents of the session. In the second part of the session, 
the case study, it will be tried to find out how attendees apply the previous contents, but there 
will be no evaluation of them. 
 
8. TEACHER 

Name Department /Unit Position 

Aitor Gómez Departament de Pedagogia Professor agregat 

Gabriela Espinosa USPIR Coordinadora de la Unitat 

 


