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1. INTRODUCTION 
PhD students play a key role in scientific advances, since their work is focused on increasing the 
knowledge on their research topics. As a result, they contribute to a number of research articles 
or papers during their doctorate studies. Moreover, the number of articles in journals and 
conference contributions is used as a measure of the research career in a variety of scenarios. 
Although writing a paper must be regarded as a joint work, students should be capable of writing 
at least a draft version of their papers on their own. Unfortunately, writing a scientific article must 
cope with specific requirements about content, structure and language. This course addresses the 
topic of writing a scientific paper, focusing not only on the main requirements but also on the 
mistakes that pave the way to the manuscript’s rejection.  
 
2. GOALS 
By the end of the course you will: 

 Understand the different kinds of scientific articles. 
 Understand the structure of a scientific article. 
 Apply basic rules regarding content, presentation, structure and language to write a decent 

draft manuscript.  
 Know the basics of the LaTeX typesetting system and other interesting tools as well. 

 
3. PROGRAM TOPICS 
The content of the course is as follows: 

1. Kinds of scientific texts 
2. The structure of a scientific article 
3. Tips on content, presentation and language 
4. Introduction to editing tools. LaTeX vs Word, and other tools 

 
4. METHODOLOGY 
The course includes a virtual activity (elaboration of a simple scientific paper). During the course, 
real-life examples will be discussed. The course is in English. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

06RE0017-1 

Title of activity: Writing a Scientific Article  

Kind of activity: Workshop 

Teacher: Antoni Martínez Ballesté 

Hours to certificate: 8 hours (video conference; 4 h. virtuals) 

Vacancy: 15 

Video conferencing: Tuesday, Juny 2nd 2020 
10.00-14.00 
Campus virtual URV 
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5. RESOURCES 
Course slides. Free online LaTeX platform.  
 
6. TARGET AUDIENCE 
URV PhD students. 
 
7. ASSESSMENT 
Students will have to attend the sessions and deliver their work, that is expected to meet some 
quality requirements. 
 
8. TEACHER 

Name Department /Unit Position 

Antoni Martínez Ballesté Enginyeria Informàtica i 
Matemàtiques 

Professor Agregat 

 


